“Healthy Kids Kit for Asthma” 2003

Sermon Excerpts
As a religious leader, you play a powerful role in the lives of your members.  Because of this, we urge you to promote asthma education opportunities. One option is to deliver a sermon that focuses on the historic role that the church has played in healing its people.

Following are some talking points and passages from scripture that can be incorporated into a sermon.  For the sermon opening, you may want to invite some children with asthma from the congregation to the front of the sanctuary.  Invite the congregation to revel in the pleasures of being a child – when life is carefree and laughter is plentiful.  After sending them back to their seats, remind the congregation of the realities many children face; many children are deprived of laughter.  

This moment with the children provides a nice introduction to a sermon about the role of faith in healing its people as well as an opportunity to inform your members that asthma education is very well supported within the faith community.  You can also talk about what your church is doing to ensure its worshipers have access to health insurance for their children.

Biblical Passages and Health Care

Following are biblical passages that can be incorporated into a sermon about health care.  (For materials to support other religions, please call Judith Taylor-Fishwick at the Center for Pediatric Research at 757-668-6459.)
· Turning to scripture, we are reminded that we -- as God’s disciples – are healers.  

He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. (Matthew 10:1)

So, they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere…When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. Then he took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bestsaida, but the crowds learned about it and followed him. We welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing. (Luke 9:6, 10-11)

Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I need clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” (Matthew 20: 34-36)

· What greater gift can God wish for us than for healthy children?  They are our today -- our tomorrow – our future.

In scripture, Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” (Mathew 19:14) Children hold a special place in our understanding of Christianity; they demonstrate innocence and unquestioning belief.  And, we as adult Christians and parents have been charged with teaching them and leading them down the right path. 

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant.  He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a child will never enter it” (Mark 10: 13-15) See also Luke 18:16.

Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. (1 Timothy 6:20)
· The church historically has played a role in meeting the health care needs of its people.  Its mission is to help heal and provide mercy regardless of race, sickness or socio-economic status.  Churches played a key role in establishing our nation’s first hospitals, and continue to work with our community’s health clinics.

The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-37, Matthew 22:34-40, Mark 12:28-31)
Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them; Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished.  And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace there of shall ye have peace. (Jeremiah 29: 4-7)
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. (Romans 12: 10-13)

· Because of the church’s visible role in providing for its people, (name of Church) is partaking in an effort to tell all of you about an available resource for children with asthma and their families.  For our members who have a child with asthma, I encourage you to contact Allies Against Asthma for information on how you can keep your child’s asthma under control and keep him/her out of the Emergency Room or hospital.  

Faith and Deeds. What good is it, my brothers; if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds. Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, “Go, and wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? (James 2: 14-16)

.   

· Do not let your time of need crush your dignity; rather, embrace the fact that despair is not your only option.  

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit…To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one in the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one just as he determines. (1 Corinthians 12: 4, 8-11)

One Body, Many Parts (1 Corinthians 12: 12-31)

· May God bless and look after us all – each and every day – in times of plenty and in times of tribulation.  May we rest assured knowing that we have support in each other.

The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses his people with peace. (Psalm 29:11)

Congregational Hymn Suggestions:
“They Will Know We Are Christians”

“Jesus Loves the Little Children”

“Blest Be the Tie that Binds”
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