LBACA’S Air Quality Flag Project

Description

In one of the school focus groups conducted as part of our needs assessment, school staff suggested that we develop an “air quality flag” to be raised at schools on poor air quality days so that all teachers and students are aware of hazardous air quality days and are able to adjust physical activities accordingly.  Orange flags (with the icon below), signifying the Environmental Protection Agency’s Air Quality Index category “Unhealthy for Sensitive Individuals,” will be provided to schools in 90813 and will be raised on ‘Orange’ or ‘Red’ air quality days, or days with air quality index values of 101 or above.    (See a description of the EPA’s Air Quality Index at http://www.epa.gov/airnow/aqibroch/aqi.html#2)
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Dissemination 

LBACA has obtained commitment from two “lead” principals in its target zip code (90813) to utilize the air quality flags at their schools.  Flags will be provided to these schools (an eventually 12 others serving 90813) with an educational packet describing the link between air quality and asthma; a description of the EPA’s Air Quality Index and its correlation with the LBACA flag; and suggestions for reducing children’s exposure to poor air quality while at school.  We will also provide educational materials to be sent home to parents.  Each Principal will decide how to most effectively implement the Air Quality Flag program at their respective schools.  Possibilities for implementation include: assigning a staff member to monitor daily air quality and notify facilities staff when flag is required; assigning a class to monitor daily air quality as a science project; holding a school assembly regarding air quality, health and exercise; etc.     

Flag Development

We contracted Pageantry World in Huntington Beach, CA (ph 714-373-1996; fx 714-891-6492) to design and produce the flags.  We selected a silk screening process, recommended by the various flag makers we contacted.  Each flag is 4x6 feet and costs $100.26 (with a discount because we purchased 12) and there was one $285 screen charge.    

