NATIONAL CAPITAL ASTHMA COALITION (NCAC) MEMBERSHIP FORM

Dear Current or Prospective Coalition Member,

To immediately enjoy the many benefits of association with NCAC, fill out this form electronically or by hand and return it by e-mail (lgilmore@natcapasthma.org), fax (301-891-3316) or mail (National Capital Asthma Coalition, Attn:  Membership, 1718 M Street, NW, #148, Washington, DC 20036).  Membership is free and open to both individuals and organizations that have an interest in asthma.*  Members receive an orientation package with information about the coalition and its initiatives.

I invite you to join us in our mission to establish a sustainable system of care that will reduce asthma morbidity and mortality and improve quality of life for individuals who have asthma, especially children and other vulnerable populations in the Greater Washington, DC Metropolitan area.

Congratulations on your National Capital Asthma Coalition Membership!
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Lisa A. Gilmore

Executive Director

I am a: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New Member

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Renewing Member

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  E-Mail List Subscriber Only

and

List me as an:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Organizational Member
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual Member

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Non-Member

(Ms., Mrs., Mr., Dr.)
First Name

MI

Last Name
              (Educational Degrees)

Title
Organization and Department/Unit
Address
Address
City






State



Zip Code


Telephone


Ext.


Fax

E-Mail






Web site

I would like to participate on the following committees (see back/next page for descriptions):  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interagency Policy and Strategy
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Data/Surveillance
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Education
	  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Environment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Health Services/QA


May we link to your Web site from NCAC’s Web site?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Don’t Know

Special Requests/Accommodations:
* The National Capital Asthma Coalition reserves the right to deny membership to an individual or organization and to remove a member at its discretion.

NATIONAL CAPITAL ASTHMA COALITION
Coalition Committees:
Interagency Policy and Strategy Committee focuses on developing Asthma-Friendly Schools and Child Care Settings informed by a comprehensive asthma management strategy.  Specific activities including developing policies to allow students to carry and use lifesaving asthma and anaphylaxis medications and to provide standing orders to ensure that auto-injectable epinephrine and other emergency medications are available when needed.  Additional activities will include educational programming and tools, professional training, environmental policies and practices, and collaboration with the Health Services and Quality Assurance Committee to develop forms, procedures, and materials for asthma care coordination.
Data/Surveillance Committee focuses on collecting, analyzing, mapping, and reporting statistical and demographic data to inform coalition members, policymakers, and District residents and to meet grant requirements.  In addition, it contributes to the design and implementation of the electronic asthma patient tracking system.
Education Committee focuses on informing and instructing children, youth, caregivers, professionals, and the community on best practices for managing asthma.  Approaches may include, but are not limited to, trainings, workshops, conferences, home visits, individual and group counseling, health fairs, media outreach, distribution of tools and materials, educational partnerships, and targeted campaigns.  Special events to commemorate World Asthma Day have included asthma education fairs at Children’s Health Center (Good Hope Road) in Southeast DC and Metropolitan Police Boys and Girls Clubhouses in Northeast and Northwest DC.  The committee also promotes strategies for empowering individuals to take action and to put information and skills learned into practice.

Environment Committee focuses on the influence of the environment (indoors and outdoors) on asthma and strategies for alleviating exposure to environmental triggers that induce asthma symptoms.  It recognizes children’s generally greater susceptibility to environmental irritants, including those agents known to trigger asthma symptoms (e.g., tobacco smoke, dust mites) or even to contribute to the onset of asthma.  The committee designs strategies tailored for an inner-city population and environment, including tools to conduct environmental assessments and reduce asthma triggers in homes and other settings.  It also focuses on building bridges with government authorities; schools; housing, community, and advocacy organizations; tenants, landlords, and homeowners; financial institutions; and environmental experts to institute interventions and policies that result in asthma-friendly environments.

Health Services and Quality Assurance Committee focuses on improving the system of health care and the provision of services.  It functions in concert with other committees to close the gap between science and practice and to use a multidisciplinary approach to reducing asthma morbidity in an underserved, urban community.  Its overall objectives are not only to endorse and promote use of evidence-based interventions that are grounded in scientifically sound and current treatment modalities, asthma management guidelines, and professional/patient partnerships, but also to adapt those interventions for practice in the community.  In addition, the committee seeks to improve practitioners’ asthma management knowledge and skills and to enhance provider-patient/family communication concerning the seriousness of asthma and management of the disease. 

Member benefits:


Be recognized as a member on NCAC’s Web site and widely distributed materials.  


Get invitations to NCAC meetings, forums, trainings, workshops, and special events.


Participate in critical initiatives to influence health and related programs and policies.


Network and build relationships with like-minded organizations and individuals.


Receive updates, newsletters, and announcements about NCAC and our members.


Gain access to NCAC staff and coalition members for program and policy expertise.
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